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||Tragedy Befalls A Member Family

Tanyah and Andy Stone lost their drearfihe Stones are currently in temporary
home they built together in 2004 to &ahousing at the Presbyterian parsonage in
house fire on Friday, January 8thNelsonville. ABC Players has been helping
Although they were able to escape withith meals, kitchen, and cleaning supplies.
their two children and dog, everything els®ther friends and cworkers including
in the home was destroyed inthefire. t hose from Rocky (|Ta

the City of Athens (
They are especially crushed to have lesmntributed supplies and services as well. If
family photographs, scrapbooks, and the®u would like to extend a helping hand,
quilts that Tanyah held dear. If anyone hggease contact Celeste Parsons
photos of Tanyah and her family please gloe.abc.players@gmail.cdior a list of
to the following shutterfly account to upitems or services that they may still need.
load and share themwww.shutterfly.com.
Theuser ID iscweeks02@hotmail.comd Good luck, Andy and Tanyah, as you
the password &one rebuild your lives and home.

These two photographs were taken by
Korpi on Saturday, January 16th, during a
volunteer effort to clean up after the fire

In the top photo Tanyah peers down frpm
the edge of the foundation as frier|ds,
family, and other volunteers work below
sifting through the rubble.

In the bottom photo, a voluntepr
uncovered these photographs that \vere
spared in the firag|

like these that delighted Tanyah and Andy.

In just five hours, with the help of some
loaned heavy equipment and strong backs,
the area was transformed from||a
destruction zone to a site for new
beginnings.

Check out Jim's photographshép://www.jimkorpi.com/blog

T
I| Photographs by Jim Korpi
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Birthday: March 19

Birthplace: Rahway, New Jersey
Homet own: At hens (hi g
Siblings: One brother who lives in Athens
High School: Graduated AHS 1970

College: Undergraduate Education degree OU

Occupation: Retired Special Education Teacher
at Vinton County High School

Favorite Musical:es Miserables

Joe Balding

Joe Balding is known to most of us as theéhad no real office and had to teach from a ¢
cofounder of Athenian Players Theater. He,that he pushed from class to class. In fact,
along with partner Steve Haskins, formed APT intells me that he shared an office with Sy
the summer of 1992, and debuted withe Best Abbott (another long time ABC Players memb
Christmas Pageant Evdédecember of the same for those two years.

year. Joe has been an active member and officer

of APT since its founding and its merger withAfter two years of teaching in this frustrati
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BCP (Berean Community Players) in 2009. manner, Joe decided to return to OU to pursue a

Masterdbés degree in E
Joebs first taste of he didkaloteofrworkyia the figld as @ teachi

duc:
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Athens High School. He took a drama courseassistant for undergrads, fulfilling their student

which at the time was offered as part of theteaching requirement.
regular curriculum and taught by Gardenia

Obloy. Joe decided to audit the course, whichloe left the grad program before he completed his

meant he woul dnot r ec enasiess thesisandjopned &g Peace garps v
and hence not be responsible for the entirehe was assigned to Ponape, Micronesia.
amount of required course work. He thoroughly€éXperience there was cut short after he bec
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enjoyed it and apparently impressed Mrs. Oblogick with an infection. There only 3 weeks, Joe

because she ended up not only giving him credieturned to Athens. Once home, he landed a

for the course but gavaea$pecil Edusation reachethi@n aifige) at| |

job

Vinton County High School where he remained

Joe fondly recalled his high school drama clulntil his recent retirement.

experiences: being a member of the chorus of

Oliver, understudying roles, and dancing tol t wasndt wuntil Joe
iBl ack is the Col or o fVintamyCounty thas helbeganetd mirsud his |0

was
ve i

variety show they put on. The entire process fronaf theater that he discovered as a high school

start to finish is what hooked Joe into theater.  student. He began taking theater classes taug
OU theater faculty t

ht by
hat

After high school Joe enrolled at Ohio UniversityCommuniversity. He also traveled to Columbus

in the EdL_Jcation Department. After he {0 take Saturday workshops conducted
graduated with a degree in Education, he wagaTco.

hired by the Nelsonviléork High School as a

Special Education teacher. Unfortunately, Joq_Ie auditioned for a variety of roles with OVS
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